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To build on the record-setting academic progress that has earned national recognition for Chicago 

schools, CPS is investing $3.1 billion in school-level funding for the 2018-19 school year, an 



Building for the Future and Investing in High-Quality Learning Environments

The FY2019 budget also includes nearly $1 billion in capital spending which would be the district’s largest single-year 

capital investment in more than two decades. For many students, this will mean new annexes and classrooms. For 

others, it will mean modernized school buildings that are safe and ready for the new school year. For every student in 

the city, this will mean access to digital learning tools and a state-of-the-art high school science lab. 

21st Century Science Labs

As the first phase of a three-year, $75 million dollar investment in high school science labs, CPS will be adding, 

upgrading, or renovating high school science labs in FY2019 to ensure students receive a robust science education 

that is aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and prepares them to excel in the 21st Century 

economy. CPS has budgeted $28M for this initiative in 2019 and announced the first group of science lab renovations 

last week.

Social Workers and Case Managers to Support Students in High Needs Communities 

$26 million will be allocated to fund a total of 160 social worker positions at 160 schools and 94 special education case 

managers to support 78 schools for the 2018-19 school year to ensure students have equitable access to the social 

and emotional and special education support they need to succeed, inside and outside of school. 

FY2019 Budget Invests in Academic Excellence
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Modern Computing Resources for All Students

To improve access to modern technology in schools throughout Chicago, the district is beginning a 4-year, 

$125 million investment that will ensure all schools have the devices and internet connectivity.

In FY2019, 

• $50 million to support the district’s highest-need schools. CPS will provide new equipment to support the 

use of classroom technology for 12,500 students.  An additional 40 schools will receive new devices and 

equipment to support approximately 





97% of Positions Directly Support Schools 
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State Per-Pupil Contribution Disparity for Pension Funds
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FY2019 Capital Budget
The FY2019 budget for Chicago Public 

Schools includes a capital budget totaling 

$989 million of investments in long-term 

district priorities, improvements to make sure 

every high school in the city offers state-of-

the-art access to science labs and district-

wide access to digital learning tools. 

Building significantly onto the $136 million in 

investments made in the FY2018 capital 

budget, this proposed plan is the largest 

single-year capital plan since 1998. 

To support schools throughout the city, the 

FY2019 capital plan provides funding in five 

main areas: critical facility needs, 

overcrowding relief, educational programs, 

site improvements, and IT and security 

upgrades.

Funding for Capital expenditures to be spent 

in FY2019 is already included in the budget.
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