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CPS COMMUNITY SCHOOLS INITIATIVE

Chicago Public Schools (CPS) manages one of the largest community school systems 

in the nation, known as the Community Schools Initiative (CSI) which supports 213 

schools, 23,000 students, and 4,700 parents.

CSI Goals

● Transform and maintain selected public schools to become the centers of their 

communities

● Connect children and families to a range of services that foster individual and 

economic well-being

● Counteract the effects of a range of negative factors that contribute to students' 

lack of opportunities and underachievement

● Engage parents and the community to improve academic achievement
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SNAPSHOT: THREE CSI MODELS 

21st Century Community 

Learning Centers

65 schools

District-managed

$145K per school

CSI External Partnerships 

(CSIx)

127 schools

Partner agency-managed

$129K per school

Sustainable Community 

Schools (SCS)

20 schools

Partnership with CTU

$500K per school
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VOTE: RENEW SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

Request to Board: Authorize the first renewal agreement with 17 not-for-

profit organizations to continue implementation of the Sustainable 

Community School (SCS) strategy at 20 schools.

The SCS model is a partnership with the Chicago Teachers Union. 



SCS: PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS AND PARTNER AGENCIES

Community Area School Partner

Austin
DEPRIEST Family Focus

SPENCER
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SCS: SCHOOL & LPA SELECTION PROCESS

Identify 

School 

Candidate 

Pool 

Identified 

Lead 

Partner 

Agency 

(LPA)

Pool 

School and 

LPA Submit 

Joint 

Proposal
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21ST CCLC SCHOOLS – IMPACT EVALUATION

The most recent impact study (AIR, 2014) of the 21st CCLC schools (not SCS) 

did not show a direct impact on student academic outcomes, but it did show a

direct impact on several student engagement measures:

Grades K-3

• Fewer misconducts

• Fewer suspensions

Grades 9-12

• Fewer unexcused absences

• Higher scores on 

5Essentials survey:

o Psychological sense of school 

membership

o Inquiry-based science 

instruction

o Student-teacher trust

o Academic personalism

Grades 4-8

• Higher Emotional Health on 

5Essentials survey
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SCS SY19 ACCOMPLISHMENTS: BUILDING THE FOUNDATION

Parent Participation Goals:  
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SY19 SCS BUDGET: $10M DISTRIBUTED ACROSS 20 SCHOOLS

Pillar 1:

Culturally 

Relevant 

Curriculum

Pillar 2:

Relevant Relevant 
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SCS: THIRD PARTY EVALUATION PLAN


