




We propose that the Chicago Board of Education amend the Bilingual 
Education Policy in order to ensure that:

• CPS policy reflects current federal and state rules and regulations
related to bilingual education service requirements;

• Schools have a clear understanding of the regulations for bilingual 
education services that have already been required to be 
implemented by districts in Illinois;

• Clarifications about instructional requirements necessary to ensure 
success of English Learners are provided; and

• References to outdated terminology and initiatives that are no longer 
used in the district are removed.

Bilingual Education Policy
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Policy last adopted in October 2002, and since: 

• Illinois joined the WIDA Consortium in 2003

• Development of English Language Proficiency Standards and 
Assessments to meet federal requirements

• Numerous updates to 23 IL Administrative Code 228: Transitional 
Bilingual Education

• Program Models, Standards, Early Childhood

•
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Enhancements to Current Policy
• Terminology: Removing references to outdated initiatives, such as 

“Framework for Success,” and references to English Learners as “Limited 
English Proficient Students”

• Transparency: Policy organized to assist stakeholders throughout various 
aspects of intake, placement, and provision of services

• Applicability: Preschool through 12 grade

• Procedures:  Specific sections on the Home Language Survey, EL screening 
and Placement and procedures related to transfer students and parental 
request to refuse services or re-enroll in services

• Monitoring: Clarification about monitoring progress of students whose 
parents refused services and monitoring students’ progress after they 
become English Language Proficient

• Services: Students are entitled to services until they reach English 
Language Proficiency, as defined by ISBE
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Enhancements to Current Policy

• Program ModelsEnhancements to Current Policy


