
Jul y 26, 2023 

RESCIND BOARD REPORT 08-0827-PO7 AND 
ADOPT A NEW POLICY FOR AWARDING HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT AND COMPETENCY FOR 
PLACEMENT FOR HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL COURSES TAKEN BY ELEMENTARY STUDENTS  

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER RECOMMENDS: 

That the Board rescind Board Report 08-0827-PO7 and adopt a new policy for Awarding High School Credit 
and Placement for High School Level Courses Taken by Elementary Grade Students. This policy was 
posted for public comment from June 2, 2023 to July 3, 2023.  

PURPOSE: This policy establishes criteria for awarding high school credit or competency out of high school 
courses for 7th and 8th grade students who have demonstrated proficiency and mastery in high school 
courses. This policy shall ensure high school credit and/or competency is awarded to Chicago Public 
Schools elementary students in compliance with the requirements of section 27-22.10 of the Illinois School 
Code.  

EQUITY STATEMENT: The district will develop equity-based strategies reflecting the CPS Equity 
Framework to ensure access and success in accelerated coursework with a focus on most impacted 
students who are disproportionately under-enrolled in accelerated coursework opportunities outlined in this 
policy. 

POLICY TEXT: 

I. INTRODUCTION

This policy is consistent with the philosophy that embraces an accelerated model of high school education 
that leads to students taking more advanced and challenging courses at the high school level. It will more 
accurately place 7th and 8th grade students in appropriately challenging high school courses. Thus, the 
matriculation into high school for elementary grade students having already completed high school course 
work will be a seamless transition. Courses for high school credit or competency that leads to placement 
into advanced high school courses shall be offered in a manner that will allow qualifying students who wish 
to take such courses access to them. This policy shall take effect beginning with the 2023-2024 school 
year. 

C. Competency: Acknowledgement from a High School or a CPS curriculum office that a student
has met the CPS curriculum office’s criteria to demonstrate mastery for the specified course.

D. High School Credit: Credit given for successful completion of a high school course in a high
school setting.

E. High School Setting Courses: Courses taken at a CPS high school or at a CPS Academic Center.

III. REQUIREMENTS FOR OFFERING A HIGH SCHOOL COURSE TO ELEMENTARY GRADE
STUDENTS IN ALL SUBJECT AREAS
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B. Elementary grade students ineligible to receive high school credit for high school courses
completed in a setting outside of the district shall be eligible for competency into an advanced high school
course as determined by School Administrators in consultation with the CPS curriculum office if they meet
the following criteria:

1. Evidence of successful completion of a high school course; and

2. Where applicable, the student takes and earns the required score on an exit exam. As
described above, students who earn the required score on an applicable exit exam may be
placed in high school courses at higher Academic Levels.

VI. HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

High school credit and/or high school competency issued pursuant to this policy is in addition to the high 
school graduation requirements, and must not replace the content credit requirements pursuant to the 
Board’s Graduation Policy.  

Approv ed for Consideration:   Respectively Submitted:  

________________________ ________________________ 
Bogdana Chkoumbova Pedro Martinez  
Chief Education Officer  Chief Executive Officer  

Approv ed as to Legal Form: 

________________________ 
Ruchi Verma  
General Counsel  
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