06-0222-P02 February 22, 2006

AMEND BOARD REPORT 05-0126-PO2
COMPREHENSIVE POLICY ON ABSENTEEISM AND TRUANCY
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POLICY TEXT:

L DEFINITIONS
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(i) observance of a religious holiday;

iii) death in the immediate family;

(iv) family emergency;
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It. ATTENDANCE IMPROVEMENT

A SCHOOL-BASED INITIATIVES
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5. STUDENT ATTENDANCE AUDITS: Schools shall be subject to annual audits to
determine whether they are in compliance with their Attendance improvement
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6. INTERVENTION: Schools should employ the truancy intervention techniques,
strategies, and procedures set forth in the Uniform Attendance Guidelines to
maintain and improve their average daily attendance.

. INTERVENTION

In order to identify and address the cause(s) of unexcused absenteeism, a principal shall, as necessary:
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mformatnon about the reasons for the students attendance problem. Schools may
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and cooperation of other governmental agencies, including: the Chlcago Housing Authority (by including
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Department of Public Aid (by redirecting to social service agencies, or withholding a portion of, the
assistance it provides to parents of truant students, as allowed by statute); the Office of the State's
Attorney of Cook County and the Circuit Court of Cook County, Juvenile Division (by requesting the

e ﬁlQEfﬁU"‘d-Nﬁﬁﬁﬁ“jn“ nf—fr_'ws_o?n nrahatinn and the nrnseriitinn of chronic truants and their narents or

legal guardians, as appropriate, pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/34-4.5); and the lllinois Department of Children
and Family Services (by ensuring that its wards attend school regularly). The Board shall explore, and
implement to the greatest extent feasible, opportunities for such interagency collaboration.

Vi CHRONIC TRUANCY ADJUDICATION

Pursuant to Section 34-4.5 of the lllinois School Code, 105 ILCS 5/34-4.5, there is hereby established
within the Board of Education a Department of Chronic Truant Adjudication, which shall be responsible for
administratively adjudicating cases of chronic truancy and imposing appropriate sanctions. Also pursuant
to Section 34-4.5, the Board shall appoint and employ hearing officers to perform the adjudicatory
functions of the Department of Chronic Truant Adjudication. Principals and other appropriate personnel
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Chronlc Truant Adjudlcatlon The Department of Chromc Truant Adjudlcatlon shall adopt and
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D. School administrators must comply with the following provisions regarding removing
students from enroliment:
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absences).
2. Students with excessive absences may be removed from enrollment only if,

following the procedures set forth above, their whereabouts cannot be

determined.
3. Schools must complete a Lost Child Report for every student who cannot be

located and is removed from enroliment after following the procedures set forth
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4. For students who wish to withdraw from enrollment, the principal must complete

all of the following before a student can be removed from enroliment at a CPS
school: (a) verify that the student meets the age criteria for withdrawing, (b) verify
that the student and, where applicable, the parent have completed and signed








